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A program ig proposed to educate the public at the community level
about potentiai health and environmenital «ffeots assgociated with exposure
to hazardeus substances. The program will complement and enhanceg the
gfforts of Community Relationz Programz, which are required under the
fomprerensive Enviconmental Response, Compensation, apd Liability Aok,

The first stage wiil oe an information needs agsessment accomplished
through discussions with citizens, a study of the community, ard
examinatbion of existing soureces of information. Based on this information,
the nest stage «will be the preparation and dissemination of educaticnal
materials Lo explain the potential environmencal ana kealth risks In terms
the people can understand and apply in the context of their commuonity.

The Final stage will be a epmmunity-specific evaluation of the materials
and program. Partleular emphasis will be given to educating the public
about whabt risk assessment means and how it iy done. 3Such a publie
educatlon program should allow citlzens to take an active, lntermed role
in the lecal dec¢ision-making process. In addition, educated rcitizens arc
more likely to take measures to monitar and prakeckt their health and thus
avert the cccurrefce of environmentally related disease,

KEY WOHDS: Ris¢ assessment, risk managément, Community Relations drogram,
remedial response, =nvironmental hazards.

There iy a growing swareness among American communities about
environmental hazards. Thisz awareness iz being expressed by citizZen3 who
are banding tegethor to act in regponse to agtual or potential
envirommental hazards in their local cetmnunities. EPA has recognized this
awarenssa and the role of the publie. When a remedial response is
initiated unger the Comprghenszive Envircnmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA), better known as Superfund, a Community
Relations Program :s required to encourage two-way cormunication between
the people of bthe community and the GCovernment Agencies Involved {Fig.1).
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