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One of the major environmental issuas at present is the
control of riaks due to the formulation, manufacture, use,
and disposal of chemicazls., Control measures of various
kinds are being designed and implemented in many
countries, ex we!l gg thrzugh iuteruatignal
erganizacions. The sxzer: and type of controls are haged
uypon assessments £ the tisws = as well as the benefirg -
of the chemicals.

The purposa of Lhis review is to outline current meLhods
of risk asseéernnm-nt and examine how chese are, or could be,
applied to the management of toxic chemicals. Thus, the
coverage of this review extends to risk management, which
attempts to imcorporate both scientific analysis and
policical Judgement., ¥itn‘m rhis Framework, the main
zethods available, their stazus and limitaciona, and tha
major issues involyed will be idencified.

In setting such a brosd task, the coverage is — of
necessity ~ fairly general, with illustrative examples
ineluded wheir nppropriate, The review ig largely aiwad
At the vzaers rather than the producers of risk
assessments, even though the latter probably do not exisgt
as a clearly {dentified graup. The term "user' means the
decision—maker or risk candger at intermational, national
4nd local lavais. The review addresges asdessment of
direct risk to human health; iwmpacts on nonhuman targers
are not conaidered.

Scope of Risk Azsessment and Manapgement

Coping with risk has zlvers Yeeu a« Featurs af 1ife :u g1’
socisties. A variely o —=ans have emerged for human
beings o dexi with ecvizocmental risks, and these coping
actions can either be classified as adaptations or
adjustments {l). adaptation usually eccura through
gradual, long-term responses, boih natural {e.g. selection
processes) and cultural (e.g. societal taboos, norms).
Adjustments rend Lo be shorter term, conscious Tesponses
incipding the regulation of visky activities.
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