ealth
Personnel

Unsolicited forcign
medical teams and
volunteers arrive
unprepared or too late
to be of real assis-
tance to the victims of
disasters, constituting
an unnecessary bur-
den on the relief

efforts.

The Participants,

Aware that medical assis-
tance to victims should be pro-
vided within a Ifew hours by health
personnel familiar with the local
sttuation;

Convinced that health ser-
vices tn Latin America are able to
respond to these initial needs with
the assistance of avil defense and
veluntary orgamizations;

Observing that m past disas-
ters unsolicited foreign medical
teams and volunteers arrive
unprepared or too late to be of
real assistance to the victims and,
therefore, constizute an unneces-
sarg burden on the relief efforts,
an .

Noting with satisfaction that
Latin American countries dre
tnereasing thetr tratmng efforts in
order to prepare thewr health per-
sonnel to face emergency situa-
tions caused by any type of
disaster,



Recommend that:

1. Disaster-stricken countries
continue to give lhigh priority to
the preparation of their own
health resources to ond to
the emergency needs of the
affected populanon.

2. Countries and nongovern-
mental organizations willing 10
assist send medical teams or
health personnel only in
response to specific request by
the Nauonal Health Disaster
Coordinator or other authonzed
representative from the Mimstry
of Health or governmental offi-
cial, taking advantage of the
expenence of PAHO/WHO.

3 Other countnes educate the
public and professional associa-
tions that offer assistance on
why the affected country’s own
human resources should provide
emergency health care and of the
often counterproductive 1mpact
of unsolicited forergn health vol-
unteers or medical teams in dis-
aster areas of Lann America

4 Prionty be placed on cooper-
ation berween neighboring com-
munites and countries whenever
addinonal resources are needed
for disaster management.



ole of
International
Agencies

Full use should be
made of the clearing-
house function of
UNDRO and PAHO/
WHO to inform
donors of pledged con-
tributions and deter-
mine genuine
outstanding health
needs.

The Participants,

Taking note of the mandates
of UNDRO and PAHO/WHO and
the extenstve material developed
by them, and

Appreciative of the increased
coordination which is taking place
among agencies before and after
disasters in Latin America,



Recommend that:

1. The disaster-affected country
and the international commu-
nuty, to avoid duphcation, make
full use of the clearinghouse
funcnon of UNDRO and PAHO/
WHO in order to inform other
donors of pledged contributions
and determine genuine out-
standing health needs.

2. Agencies provide technical
COOPperation In JoIt assessment
of needs.

3 PAHO/WHO, in cooperation
with other donor agencies and
experts 1 the Region, continue
establishing technical guidelines
for international health assis-
tance in case of disaster and
disserninate them to countnes/
agencies willing to offer emer-
gency relief



