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Introduction

Parts of the State of Gujarat, on Tndia’s west coast, are dry and drought-prone.
This paper contains the stories of four poor Gujarati women. ‘The stories show
the etfects of drought on the women and thewr families, and how they have
tned to overcome 1S impact.

The women describe their exper:iences in their own words, and we are grateful
to them for sharing thesc expericnces We have made some minor editonal
alterations for clarity but have tred to keep these to a minimum, to avoid
imposing our own shape and style on the storyteiling.

We have several reasons for choosing to reproduce the women s accounts The
first is that they are personal stories. All too often the views of ‘victims’ of
disasiers are overlooked by those who are trying to help them, Although they
provide only glimpses rather tnan the more rounded pictures tat accounts by
external observers rmght give, the women'’s testimories have an immediacy and
offer an insight which others’ observations cannot provide.

The storics are also life storres. they put events like drought into the coniext ot
the hardships - especially the economic hardships - of everyday life  They also
illustrate very clearly the particular problems faced by women, in both normal
and extreme circumstances.

Nonetheless, these accounts should not be read as messages of despair In the
first place, the women s remarkable resilience s evicent even in the face of the
most pressing difficuities In addition, :n some of the stories we can see that it
is possible to reduce people’s vulnerability 10 natural hazards such as drought
through carefully plannea development programmes that provide more secure
livelihoods Those mentioned here are run by the Seif Employed Women's
Association (SEWA), based in Ahmedabad. SEWA 15 an association of over
200,000 peor women living 1n both rurai and urban areas.

The material was collected and transiated by the Disaster Mitigation Institute
(DMD in Ahmedabad, which 1s engaged in community-based projecis to reduce
vulnerability to drought in Gujarat DMI nas a particuiar interest in developmg
ways whereby the *victims’ of natural hazards are not only participants in meas-
ures Lo overcome their vulnerabulity, bul actually iake the lead in this process.

We hope that this paper. the fourt: in Intermediate Technology’s series of
‘occasional papers’ on disasters and development, will be drawn upon in re-
search and traiming. You are welcome to use and reproduce the material in any
way that seems appropriate (with acknowledgment).
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