Problems and Issues

espite the Region’s great natural beauty, there

are striking examples of polluted harbours, silt

laden nivers, and contaminated aquifers Envi-
ronmental degradation is both cause and effect with
respect to human poverty Thus, the sea lanes of the
Caribbean, crowded with merchant shipping, have also
become the exodus routes for refugees fleeing degraded
ecosystems no longer able to sustain even subsistence
agriculture. Some root causes for environmental deteri-
oration and ecomonic decline in the Wider Caribbean
Region include
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