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O Abstract —Osaka, a modern urban metrop-
olis in Japan, experienced a tragic gas explosion
in 1970 when the dispatch room of the City Fire
Department was in the process of being moved
1o a new building. Many unforseen problems
arose during this disaster: eg, there was an over-
all {ack of leadership, confusion of communica-
tion, a need for triage, and lack of control of
mass medja.

The Osaka Medical Association organized a
commijltee to resolve these problems, Their con-
clusions and recommendations were that a con-
trol headquarters be established at the scene of
disaster, the number of ambulances and EMTs
be increased, disaster tags be utilized, a special
radio frequency be created, and a computer-
aided command and controt system for fire
fighting and ambulance services he introduced.
These recommendations have all been followed.

L Keywords —disaster manz gement; multiple

cusualty incident; gas explosion; emergency
medical services

Introduction
Osaka, a modern urban metropolis with an

arca of 209 sq km and a population of 2.7

million people crammed into its densely in-
habited 26 wards, is located in the southwest
of Japan. Osaka has been called one of the
greatest economic and advanced cities in
the world. It has also been recognized for
its advanced system of medical services,
Emergency medicine in Japan originated in
Osaka. Until 1970, when we experienced a
tragic gas explosion, we were very proud of
our emergency system. The explosion oc-
curred on the day the dispatch room of the
City Fire Department was being moved to’
a pew building. Consequently, many un-
forseen problems arose during this disas-
ter. Without the usual efficient regulation
from this dispatch room, the emergency
system was swamped and unable to func-
tion properly,

Case Report

On April 8th, 1970, at 17:27, leakage from
a gas line was found in a subway construc-
tion area. One minute later, two repair cars
from the gas company arrived on the spot.
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