Thisis aselected list of North Atlantic hurricanes based on casualties, damage,
and general public interest, Facts on each storm are taken from Weather
Bureau records. Data given here pertain only to United States land areas.

Tracks of these hurricanes are shown on the inside pages.
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AREAS LAND STATION
DATES OF OST WITH HIGHEST
HURRICANE AFFECTED WIND SPEED*

DEA‘I;HS DAMAGE
5. BY
ONLY) CATEGORY# DAMAGE

1. 1900, August 27-
September 15

2. 1909, September
14-21

Louisiana and

Galveston, Tex. 77
mph'* pust, E
120 mph

New Orleans, La.

Mississippi 53 mph®
3. 1915, August 525 | Texas and Gaiveston, Tex. 92
Louisiana mph gust, 120 mph
4, 1915, September | Middle Gulf Burrwood, La. 106
22- October 1 Coast mph

6,000 7 Principal damage and most loss of life caused
by storm tide which inundated Galveston

Island.

350 6 Hurricane center passed 50 to 75 miles west
of New Orleans. Winds were much stronger in
that area. Wide extent of Louisiana coast

inundated.

Twelve-foot storm tide inundated Galveston
to a depth of 5 to 6 feet.

215 7

275 7 Ninety percent of buildings destroyed over
a large .area of Louisiana south of New
Orleans. Many casualties due to perscns re-

maining in low-lying areas despite warnings.

The Weather Bureau has for some time recognized the fact that without

detailed expert appraisal of damage, all tigures published are merzly ap

proximations af fact. Since errors in dollar estimates vary in pruportion to

%le' total damage, storms are placed in categoties varying from 1 to 9 as
lows:

1 Less than $50 4 $5,000 to 550,000 7 $5,000,000 to $50,000,000
2 §50 to $500 5 $50,000 ta $500,000 8 $50,000,000 te $500,000,000
3 3500 to $5,000 6 $500,000 to $5.000,000 9 $500,000,000 to $5,000,000,600

" Fastest ane mile unless otherwise roted. i

* Wind measuring equigmen: disabled at speed indicated. Highest winds probably higher.
! One-minute maximum speed

* Five-minuie maximum speed.

E Estimated.
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6-20

Fla. 75 mph®

AREAS LAND STATION DEATHS DAMAGE
DATES OF MOST WITH HIGHEST {us. BY
HURRICANE AFFECTED WIND SPEED* ONLY) | CATEGORY# DAMAGE
. 1916, June 29- Mississippi to Mobile, Ala. 98 7 6 Very destructive along the coast from Mobile
July 10 northern Florida mph to Pensacola.
. 1919, September Florida, Louisiana | Sand Key, Fla. 287 7 Hurricane was severe hoth in Florida and in
2-15 and Texas 72 mphs + Texas. Over 500 casualties in ships lost at
s5ea.
. 1926, September Florida and Miami, Fla. 96 mph 243 8 Very severe in the Miami area and from Pen-
11-22 Alabama Miami Beach, Fla. sacola into southern Alabama.
gust, 132 mph
. 1928, September Southern Florida | Lake Okeechobee, 1,836 7 Wind-driven waters of Lake Okeechobee over-

flowed into populated areas, causing most of
the casualties.
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AREAS LAND STATION DEATHS | DAMAGE
DATES OF MOST WITH HIGHEST (U5,
HURRICANE AFFECTED WIND SPEED* ONLY) | CATEGORY# DAMAGE
1. 1935, August 29- | Southern Florida | Tampa, Fla. 86 408 7 “Labor Day Storm” — barometer reading of
September 10 mph 2635 inches on Long Key is lowest of record
in the Western Hemisphere. Peak winds were
estimated 150-200 mph on some Keys.
2. 1935, October 30- | Southern Florida | Miami, Fla. 94 5 7 “Yankee Storm"—so-called because it moved
November 8 mph into the Miami area from the northeast. It
was quite small—destructive winds covered
only a narrow path.
3. 1938, September | Long lsland, N.Y.; |Blue Hill, Mass. 121| 600 8 Very heavy wind and storm surge damage in
10-22 southern New mph® gust, 183 most of New England. Hurricane was moving
Engtand mph forward at speeds up to 56 mph in this region.
4. 1940, August 5-15| Georgia and Savannah, Ga. 90 50 b Heavy flooding in the southeastern States

the Carolinas

mph

as far intand as Tennessee from hurricane-
i‘nduced rains. Thirty deaths were due to
loods.
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AREAS LAND STATION DEATHS DAMAGE
DATES OF MOST WITH HIGHEST (LS. BY
HURRICANE AFFECYED WIND SPEED® ONLY) | CATEGORY# DAMAGE
1. 1941, September | Texas Texas City, Texas 4 7 Very heavy crop damage. Most low exposed
16-25 gust, 83 mph places evacuated in response to good warn-
ings—resulting in low casualty figure.
2. 1944, September | North Carolina Cape Henry, Va. 46 3 Heavy damage.
9-16 to New England {134 mph gust, 150
mph +
3. 1944, October Florida Dry Tortugas, Fla. 18 8 Warnings and evacuation prevented heavier
12.23 120 mph* casualties.
4, 1945, September |Florida, Georgia  |Carysfort Reef Light, 4 8 Damage very heavy in Dade County (Miami),
11-20 and South Carolina{i38 mph Fla. Evacuation of exposed locations prevent-

ed heavy loss of life.
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27- Qctober 6

135 mph

AREAS LAND STATION DEATHS | DAMAGE
DATES OF MOST WITH HIGHEST s, BY
HURRICANE AFFECTED WIND SPEED* ONLY) | CATEGORY# DAMAGE
. 1947, September [Florida and Middle|Hilisboro Light, Fla. 51 8 Very large and intense storm. Wind and water
4-21 Gulf Coast 121 mph* gust, damage heavy on Florida east coast and in
155 mph Louisiana and Mississippi.
. 1947, October Southern Florida; | Hillsboro Light, Fla. 1 6 Heavy to excessive rains in Florida climaxed
9-16 Georgia and South | 92 mph a very wel season. Heavy damage also oc-
Carolina curred in the Savannah, Ga. area from wind
and along the South Carolina-Georgia coast
from high tides.
. 1948, September |Southern Florida |Key West AP, Fla. 3 7 Many Iulls and calms reported from widely
18-25 78 mpht separated points simultaneously; two lulls at
some places near Okeechobee several hours
apart.
. 1948, October Southern Florida {Sombrero Key, Fla. 0 7 Damage not as great as could be expected,
315 E 100 mph* since much of area had been hit by Septem-
ber storm.
. 1949, August Florida to the West Palm Beach, 2 8 Storm center passed over Lake Okeechobee.
23-31 Carolinas Fla. 110 mph® + Levees built since 1928 prevented overflow
Juniper, Fla. gust and casualties.
153 mph
. 1949, September |Texas Freeport, Tex. E 2 7 Most of damage was to crops.




