meirivution: limied SC/629/2
Paris, T September 1977
Original: Enrglish

UNITED HATTONS EDUCATICNAL, SCIENTIFIC
AND' CULTURAL ORGANTZATION

WORKING GROUP CIf TR™ ECONOMIC IMPLICATICIS
(F BARTHQUAKE RISK

Paris, 23-28 Angnst 1977

FINAL REPOFT

le TRTRODUST ION

Earthquakes cruse heavy losses of life and inflict damage which is
conscrvatively cstimated at several tillion {thousand million) US dollars per
year on the average. Despite the scientific end technological achievements
of recent years and the hope that they offer of mitigating losses, the latter
are still increasing steadily with time due to tne growth of population,
urbaniration and industrial develop.ent, rarti-nlarly in the developing countries,
end Yo the fact taat progress in acientific and *technical knowledge is not fully
rcflecied in practice.

The Imtergovernmental Conferen-e o the Assessment and M tigation of
Barthqualke Risk, held at "hasco Mzaiquarters on 10-19 Tebruary 1976, adopted
inier alia the following resJiuticns:

"Resolution 10,02 The Conference recommends:

(a) that Unesco encourage studies of prohability distributions of differen:
kinds of damage caused by earthquakes as a function of gcoophysizal,
engineerirg, economic and sccial factors. Uie Conference further
recemwnds the use of the results of such studies in decision-making
concerning the mitigation of earthcuake hazard to all types of cornstruction,
including traditional housing:

(b) +that appropriate international mnechanisms te established under Unesco
aupices to co—ordinate the aforementioned stuCies and implement their
results through worksheps and seminars,”

'Rezclition 10.1: The Conference recommends that Unesco, in co—operaiion
with other United Nations bodies and relevant international organizations,
gather experts from all countries witl earthquake insnrance programees,
togather with interested experts fror countries without such insurance
programmes and from major insurance ~ud relnsurence comvanies, seismologists,
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