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BOLIVIA : FLOODS

Serious flooding which has affescted wide areas of Santa Cruz,
Beni, Cochabamba, La Pz, Oruro and Pondo Departments of Bolivia since
late Januvary has resulted in over 100,000 victims and most recent
repcorts indicate that heavy rains still continuc,

Givil Defence, which is responsible for coordination of the
relief operation, reguestsd the Bolivian Aed Cross to participete and
the Society appealcd to the Lozgue For 2 rolizf delegate to assist them,
Accordingly, thz Leosgue's Regiomal Rclisf Dologete, kr. Alejandro James,
went immodiately to Bolivia and accompanied tho Pregident of the Society,
Or, Hugo Palezzi, and Nr, Benc Glauzer, delegate af the Swiss Red Cross,
to Samta Oruz from where thoy made an acrial survey of some of the worst
affected arsas in the esst of the country. Their Tirst resort to the
League indicated that the most urgont necds wera:

Light weight clothing for tropical climate

G, 000 light wolght blankets

6,000 hammocks with mosquito nots (tents are not
atvisabls in this ragicn because of intense heat
up to 40 degrees centigrade)

} 2 S8SB radio communicstion units for 40 and 20 metres
€) GCooking utensils {lacal purchase)

) ¢ technical persoanel to run camns {for installation
of camps and radio operators) who would work with
victims and Bolivian Red Cross personnsl duly
coordineted with hocalth unit.
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On this basis a limited apposl vns made by the League on
3 February and the Leaguz's Chiaf Delegete in Latin America,

Mr. Ricardo Bermudez arrangsd for the follewing personnel to assist the
Bonlivian Red Cross:

M. Eduardo Esoinoza Nicaraguan Red Cross

I, Bornardeo Hunoz Red Oross Bociety of Panama
Mr. Daniel Martinez Colomoian Rad Cross

Yr, Hector Ramirez Golorbien Red Cross

They arrived in la Paz in carly February, bringing the requested radio



eguipment, At thc same time tho League advanced U0 10,000 (Su.Frs. 17,200)
to the Bolivian Red Cross for the loczl purchasc of somc of the immediatcly
available relief supplies and Tor operational coxpenses, 3,000 blankzts
were ralsascd From the Panama warchouse and airlifted fren of charge to

La Paz,

Tho Leoagus's delegation in Bolivie was subseguoently strengthened
by Dr. Hugo Prado, also of theo Loaguc's Lotin American delegation, and
Vrr. Carlos Balza, delegato of the Spanish Rod Oross. Red Gross volunteers
in both Santa Gruz and Cochsbamba wore traincd so that the Society now has
a nuclous of porsonnel for its rolicf actions.

Mr. James has besn roporting regularly From Bolivia. It is clear
that damagc is considerablcz. Communications have been totally disrupted in
several perts af the country with ong railway line and many roads washed
away. Landslides of clay and mud accurrced in some arcas destroying
dwellings, wator and elactricity supnlics end forcing the cvacuation of
entirc villages. Cattle raising arcas were floodet with hoavy losses of
animals.

The Colivien Goveornmont ves in contact with the United Nations.
UNDRO reported having contributec US7 15,000 for the provision of medicaments
and, in collaporation vith UNICEF, JHO end PAHC, 30,000 doses of anti-
typhoid vaccinz and disposable syringes.

The Bolivian Rod Creoss, witrn the help of the League Delegatos has
continued its relicf operation. Red Cross rosponsibilities in Cochabamba
included hzalth carc end vaccination. Bolivien Red COross volunteors, under
the supervision of the Pinistry of Health, innoculated people against
rabics and poliomyelitis oftar an outbreak of this diseasc claimed G2
victims, including 8 fatelities. Tho Socicty reported o need For bwo
vehicles with four—whecl drive for the transport of vaccination teams and
other Red Cross rolief personnel. 16 refrigerators for the storage of
vactines were alsc requested,

Plans have besn dravn up by the authorities for the rchousing of
flood vietims in two of the areas in which the Bolivian Red Cross vas
alroady sctive, Theso inglude the Government allocation of pleots of land
and the provision of water and elzctricity supplies. The Bolivian Red
Oross has askad tho Leoaguz for assistonce in making o Red Oross
comtribution by the provision cf building matsrials for simplc bousing
for 90 families. The housas will pe ouilt by the local people themselves
on a "ood for work! basis and the cost par housa averages opproximately
Sw, Frs. 400,

Additionally in idsqgur province of Sochabamba, wherc the soil
has been completely washed avay and all the crops dastroyed, the Bolivian

.



Red Cross needs te provide foed (maizs, potatoss, oil, ricc and whoat) to
as many os possiblo of the homclass Farila s,

In rosponsc to thes o Furthor aoperals from Belivia the Laague
extonded its teloex opptal and chanlis Lo tne help anncunccd thz Loague wos
sble to authorisc the Bolivizn Red Cross o purchacss the two vohiclos and

S
somo of tho additional supplics roguostod,

Thz costs of tho total rolic? roguiremencs are attached, which
amount to approximztaly 3, Frs. 00,000, Tho assistance alroady announced
by MNational Socioties is alsc atcachod. In ordor to @nablco tne Belivian
Aod Cross to complete its flood rolicF eotien a Turther Sv.Frs. 312,000 is
nzaded and the goncrous suoport of sistor Sowmiztics will b= nost
apprceiatod,
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Light vroight blankets 5, 000
Hammocks with nmosguito nots 3, 000
Racdio units 2
Rofri-oretors and thormos {lasks 16
e whool drive vohiclos with

sproicl cquipment 2
Housing, Cochabamba and Santa Cruz ©O0

Licire viznt clothing

Cocking utcnsils

Food

NOTES »
1.
2.
I

65,3.1979

PER UNIT
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ass2d in Swiss francs)

PSSP LS U

TOTAL
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50, 000
174, 000
2,700
&,110

535,700
28,000

PROVISION

PRV I A N e

Despatchod From Panama warchouss
Available For loocel purchase
Supaplizd

Availoonlic Vor local purchasc

0 BRC for local purchasc

e

cash sant
Availcobhle For local purchase
For 100 femilics From Calombian 3.C.
Available For local purchaso

b
Available Tfor locel purchase

Th2 eosts listod above total Sw.Frs. 312,660 to which should bo added a sum to cover the
costs of cooking utznsils and food.,

A furthoer sum should bs added to cover the costs of the dzlegation and administrative

eXpEensos,

The total sum roguirsd for this operation is cstimetezd at Gw. Frs. 400, 000.



BOLIVIA ~ FLOODS

Gifts anmounced to the Leagus as of 8,3,79

Participating riginal Swiss
Socicty Gift Currancy Francs
Canada cash grant Can., 3, 000 4,158
Colombia clothing

servicos of dalegatcs not specified
Denmairk cash orant DKr . 25, DO 5,130
Finland cash grant Fhdk 10, 000 a,214
Nicaragua szrvices of delegate not specified
Nerway cash grant NKx 30, 000 92,831
Panama services of delcgats not specified
Bpain cash grant uss 21, 000 35,700
Swoden cash grant SwCr. 25, 000 9,520

U.S. A, cash grant Uss 10, 000 16,700



