e Frequent contacts between officials of
neighboring countries at periodic
meetings; informal technical consulta-
tion and exchange of information on a
routine basis; and use of modern com-
munications, such as electronic mail;

Support from the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs to incorporate disaster reduc-
tion into existing or upcoming inter-
country agreements;

Increased collaborative efforts in bor-
der areas exposed to natural disasters
such as volcanic eruptions or earth-
quakes;

Support and leadership from regional
or subregional institutions.
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Emphasize the link between
urbanization, development of
human settlements, and increased
vulnerability: Regional urban regula-
tory plans and land-use laws do not
always require the analysis of natural dis-
aster risk when creating development
plans. To correct this, countries should:

e Include risk analysis and natural haz-
ard data in land regulation plans sup-
ported by UNHCS (HABITAT), the OAS,
and others;

e Include the topic at national and inter-
governmental meetings, commissions
on housing and human settlements,
and place it on the agenda of the
World Conference, Habitat 2, in
1996.




Pay greater attention to the causes
and effects of flooding and land-
slides, which place a heavy burden on
the countries and have not received a
proportonate share of anention, by:

Making svstemanc studies of the
causes and effects of floods and
tandslides on agriculture and human
settlements at the national and regional
levels:

Creating ntegrated flood control pro-
grams, including Ministries of Agricul-
ture, hydrometeorological institutes,
municipalities, the housing sector, and
others.
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In the same way that current achteve-
ments of Latin Amenca and the Caribbean
have been the result of a process started
long before the proclamation of the
IDNDR, the drive toward reducing the
effects of natural disasters as an explicit
objective and requirement of the develop-
ment process will not end with the
Decade.

In Latin America and the Caribbean.
the notion that the factors involved in nat-
ural disaster reduction are the same as
those that influence sociceconomic devel-
opment is gaining widespread accep-
tance This is to the credit of the IDNDR.
And, it 15 not surprising that the two go
hand in hand, since it is impossible for
one to advance without the other. To
achieve disaster prevention and mitiga-
tion without socioeconomic development
and political maturity in a society is not
possible. Nor can sustamnable develop-
ment be achieved without reducing the
vilnerability of people and nations to dis-
aster. ¢
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