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THE REGIONAL DISASTER SYSTEM AND 1ITS
FUNCTION

The Caribbean Regional Disaster
Management system which includes
all Caribbean Economic Community cou
ntries (CARICOM), was formally estab
lished following a Heads of Agree-
ment 1n August 1990, and 1t 1s aimed
at providing a REgional response me-
chanism for rapid onset disaslers.
The ultimace goal is the wmplementa-
tion of a regional responsc unit
which will be responsible for plann-
ing, coordinating, training and re-
sponse following the completrion of
the Pan Caribbean Disaster Prepared-
ness and Prevention Project (PCDPPP)
in Antigua on or about Deccmber 1990,

The PCDPPP which has operated
since 1981, has been the 1nstrument
through which national disaster pre-
paration, coordination and relief ar-
rangements have been established and
assisted. ‘this projeclL, however,bhas
not ventured into the establishment
of any regional coordinating mechan-—
ism althouyh 1t maintained close
liaison with regional entities.

The ratification of the CARICOM heads
of agreement was further influenced
by two major factors since hurricane
Gilbert, namely:

Hurricane Hugo which occurred 1n 1989
and devasted that Lastern Caribbean
and, the coup attempt and hostage in-
cident in Trinidad in August 1990
when the Parliament building was
seized while the Cabinet was in
session,

THE ECONOMIC LOSSES TO THL REGLON
FOLLOWING THE PASSAGLE OF HURRICANE
GILBLRT AND HUGO.

Both hurricancs causced sceverco

dislocation to atl sectors of the econo~
mies of affected CARICOM and non-CARICOM
states which has now highlighted a neced
for a response system to include all
countries in the Caribbean Basin; however,
Lhe prescent arrangements are specific to
CARICGM member states, but does not pre-
vent mutual aid agreements between coun-—
tries which are closely locatcd to each
othor.

Inorder to highlight the level of
losses {ollowing Gilbexrt, a summary of
come of the affected sectors are listed
at. Table 1 below:

TABLF__ |

Sector _Loss
All SecTols

Tourism Hevenue
Manufacturing

Housing {low 1ncome)’
Housing (other)
Public construction
Roads & DBridyges
Electricity

JS7 billtion
JS90 Million
J550 Million
Jd5550 Million
JS$1.4 billion
J§202.06 Mil.
2557 Million
Js$579.8 M1li)

Water J$63.04 Mill,
Ports J$316.39 Mill.
Schools J5387.50 Mill.,
Aviation JS25,.6 MLl

Health J5156.8 Mill.

MR (1) J$7 cquivalent USSH
{i1) Toltal deaths - 45

Ao 15 1llustrated the scctors to re-
ceive the most damage due to a major
hurricane are, housing, agriculture and
Government capital Stock whizch is usually
not covered by insurance.

THE CARTBBEAN RESIONSEH MECHANLSM

Although a regional unit has not yet
been establrished a pmeluminary assessmont
of the ability of wember states to re-



