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Notes on Statistical Data Used in This Booklet

Tables and Figures here are made by the National Land Agency, Japan, based on
statistical data provided by the Center for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters
(CRED), Louvain Catholic University, Brussels. However, statistics on direct economic
losses were partially modified referring to other data bases on natural disasters in the
world provided by the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA/USAID),
Munich Reinsurance Company, and Swiss Reinsurance Company. Only natural
disasters were analyzed in this leaflet, while CRED's data base also records manmade

disasters. Natural disasters were categorized into the following five groups.

Category Disasters
Tropical cyclone and storm Cyclone, Typhoon, Hurricane, Storm
Flood Flood
Earthquake Earthquake, Tsunami
Drought Drought, Famine, Food Shortage
Other disasters Volcano Eruption, Landslide, Avalanche, Cold

Wave, Heat Wave, Other Unusual Phenomena

CRED's data base records only those disasters causing more than ten deaths or
more than one hundred sufferers, and those disasters for which international appeal
was made. Therefore, the figures in this leaflet are smaller than the actual total
damages caused by all natural disasters.

Statistical data on direct economic losses are regarded to be not very accurate and
complete compared with other statistics on the number of occurrences, victims, and
sufferers for the following reasons. Firstly, only one quarter of recorded disasters have
data on direct economic losses, and it is often difficult to obtain reliable data,
particularly from developing countries. Secondly, the methods and criteria used for
the estimation of economic losses differ from country to country. Therefore, data on

direct economic losses should be regarded to show only rough magnitude and trends.




