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INTRODUCTION

t¢ natural disacters.

ippines ig in an arez highly vulner
ce T 1, the country rarnked

i

Amcn th untries surveyed TDetwser g2

seccnd as having the most number of natura terg.” Furthermore, while
these ccuntries had an average of c¢nl dizaster per year, the
Philippines had four. But it was the twin sarthquakes which cccurred in

the Luzen Island in the Philippines on 16 July 1920 which made the 2e.‘,he

country realized its high wvulnerability to netursl disasters. The
earthqualke which registered &t magnitude 7.8 in the Richter Scale
dramatized such wvulnerslbility by producing various forms of fphysical
hazards (such =23 ligquefaction, iandslides and parall c- and subparzllel
ruptures). These hazards clsimed 1,283 deaths {(plus Z,78€ injured 3nd 321
ziSSing) eand 15 billion pesos worth of destreyed ’WFY¢St“LL-J¢c 2 The
eltirg long-term dislocation pa r'laliy cost the ceountry 2.5 Lillion
pesos in terms of unrezlized producticn. For a ccuntry which recovery
from a Z0-year systematic plunder of & dictatcrizl regire had just started,
the earthquake was indeed a scbering svent.

The gross indicatcrs (such as the number of dezths, amount ¢of damege
properties and cest to ite econsny) measuring the impect of the ezrthguelis
nay jolt the entire couniry frox conplacency but thess co not soffice o
serve as basis for a cdiszster preparsdness and mitigation plan. Zuch &
plan needs informat*ow sg¢*s cn the ippact ¢f the disester et the cussheld
and the comuunity levels as well as ¢n thelir capzbility and constrazints t:
handle =.ch impact. L worrable pian has Lo 2e anchored . :hese
informaticn sets to ensure nct ornly the cptimum use of limited goverrment
resources but also to generate an assistance e’fort which 1s zpp rizte to

EpPro
the needs cof those affected by a dizzster., 7To provide aid inferaaticn
£etls, & study was conducted among househo ds zna vcmr_.-_;ec most-heavily
hit by the earthquake. These househelds and comzunities are in the clities
and municipalities in three provinces (Benguet, La Unicn and Pengas:inan)
vhere the earthquake registered at intens:ty of 8.0 in the Modifizd sl
Forel G&cale. The study presents the impact of the earthguake cn the
househclds arnd their communities and th 2

he mitigating measures they =mpl: .
From such impact and n1t:ga+1wg measures, the study culled the lessons to
serve as guide in formulzting a plan to prepare for and mitigaete the rpact

-J.l
¢f in-coming natural disazters.



