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. he earthquake struck just after

* &AM, kiiling 2500 people, start-

" ing more than 50 fires, breaking

more than 200 major water mains and
22,000 building service connections, ren-
dering water supplies for firefighting
useless. The fires quickly raged out of
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control, forcing firefighters to retreat
street by street. Three days of blazing
conﬂagratmn destroyed more than
28,000 buildings, including the entire
central business district. Many insur-
ance companies went bankrupt in the
days that followed and individnals and
businesses were wiped out.

That was the story of San Francisco
in 1906. Is it just a story today or will
your department have to raspond to the

(Above and left) Devastation brought on bv
the 1906 earthquake in San Francisco 1s
eundent As a result, San Frencisco
constructed underground cisterns at key
locatwns end developed a portable water
supply system.



