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‘Now [ know why landslides occur!”
This photograph by Geotechnical Engineering Office of
Hong Kong won st prize in the third category

The Geo-technical Engineering Office (GEO) of
the Civil Engineering Department of the
Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) was established
in 1977, initially as a geo-technical control body
to regulate the whole process of investigation,
design, construction, monitoring and
maintenance of slopes in Hong Kong.

The GEO has gradually developed into its
present form to protect the public from the
landslide hazard through the following 4
principal slope safety duties:

= Policing slope safety;

= setting safety standards;

= undertaking geo-technical projects;

= providing education and assistance to the public.

Contribution to the 1998 United Nations
World Disaster Reduction Campaign

As the major landslide hazard mitigation agency,
the GEO supports IDNDR goals and objectives
to reduce, through concerted international
action, the loss of life, property damage, and
social and economic disruption caused by
natural disasters.

In 1998, the GEO participated in the
following activities of the UN World Disaster
Reduction campaign:

1998 IDNDR Internet Conference

The GEO co-authored, with a leading media
consultant, papers on “Media and Disaster
Prevention” and “How to get the message out”.

1998 IDNDR International Photo Contest
Photos were received on the 3 following themes:
Photos of Natural Disasters; Photos of
Prevention Measures and Photos illustrating the
1998 campaign theme of “Prevention Begins
with Information”. GEO won 1st prize in the third
category

INDIA

In 1997, a network of Indian NGOs concerned
with natural disaster reduction issues held a wide
variety of events. Some were partly supported by
government, universities and other partner
organisations.

The Joint Assistance Centre reported that the
Structural Engineering Research Centre in
Madras worked with the Institute for Youth &
Disaster Preparedness on a series of workshops
in the ten coastal districts in the state of Orissa.
The Anna Institute of Management in Tamil
Nadu (government-sponsored) has a disaster



management training centre that ran a large
cyclone workshop in a coastal area attended by
some 100 participants.

Other workshops and activities received good
press coverage. Schools participated in
demonstrations of rescue and fire extinguishing
techniques. The Hitopadesh journal on civil
defence ran a special issue on the theme of
disaster prevention. An important event in 1997
was the translation into local languages of
cyclone-proof building standards in some of the
areas most prone to such disasters.

In 1998, many events took place nation-wide to
celebrate 14 October. A Roundtable on Media and
Disaster was organised in Gurgaon, in Haryana
State, on 27 September. Seventy-one officers from
all over Haryana State, and several speakers
participated in this workshop. In his inaugural
address, the Deputy Commissioner, Gurgaon,
stated that mere laws and voluminous manuals
were not enough to deal with disasters like floods,
fires and earthquakes. This one-day workshop
focused mainly on the following two aspects:
= Public Health related aspects of disasters and
the role of Media
= Community-based disaster preparedness and
the Media

The conclusions drawn during the final open
discussion were that the media has a vital role to
play in making disaster awareness and
preparedness a way of life at community level,
and that this should be done regularly and in a
responsible way and not just when a disaster
occurs. It was recommended that co-ordination
between Governments departments, NGOs and
media need to be strengthened.

The 8th National Convention On Disaster
Reduction, organised by the Joint Assistance
Centre (an all India Agency for assistance in
disaster situations), was held from 14-16 October
in Madan Mohan Malviya Engineering Collegg, in
Gorakhpur, in Uttar Pradesh State.

Role of media in disaster
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