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‘L.aws not enough
to prevent natural
dlsasters

EWorkshop on ‘World disaster reduction campaign’

‘Media, NGOs, govt. should act i
co-ordination to av01d disaster’

The objective of this convention was to review
participants’ own contribution, preparedness
and the manner in which they can contribute to
reducing the impact of hazards both natural and
man made. Participation was opened to all
NGOs, academic institutions, government
departments, voluntary agencies, research
students and delegates from other countries,
especially those in South Asia and Southeast
Asia.

Subjects in the agenda included:

= The role of the media in reporting disasters,

= Education, training and research in disaster
reduction,

= The proposal to establish a National
Association of Disaster Management linked by
E-mail,

= Preparing communities for chemical, biological,
industrial and nuclear disasters.

The Global Forum of NGOs for Disaster
Reduction, Gurgaon, reports that it is undertaking
a study for the feasibility of community based
disaster preparedness in the context of India,
Nepal and Bangladesh. G.EN.D.R. also called for
wider recognition of amateur radio as an
important means of global communication and
education in disaster reduction.

IDNDR’S theme for 1998 was discussed at a
Roundtable talk in Mahila Udyamity Vikas, Kalyan
Evam, Siksha Sansthan, Raebareli.

The recommendation was made that there should
be special training for journalists reporting on
natural disasters. The Institute for Disaster
Reduction and Management, Nagpur, organised
a 3-day programme, from 12-14 October. This
was made possible by the help of Rotary
International Clubs, the Institution of Engineers of
Nagpur and the Nagpur Union of working
journalists. The subject was “Natural Disaster
Prevention and the Media.” Representatives of
over 14 NGOs were present.



INDONESIA

In co-operation with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the National
Disaster Management Coordination Agency
(BAKORNAS PB) celebrated the 1998 World
Reduction Disaster Day by organising a wide
range of events on the theme, “Natural Disaster
Prevention and the Media”

Beginning in October 1998, these events were
aimed at raising awareness of disaster
prevention among both the media and the
general public. They included special radio and
television programmes, exhibitions of paintings,
photographs and posters and the distribution of
leaflets.

IRAN

The country ran many events to publicise World
Disaster Reduction Day. The predominant
concern in Iran is earthquakes, and several
publications on disaster prevention for adults
and children have been printed and some of
these are available in several languages.

In 1997, activities took place in Tehran and 27
provinces to mark the International Day. The
National Committee for Natural Disaster
Reduction (NCNDR) launched a painting
competition among children and young adults.
100 paintings, out of a total of 12,000 that were
submitted, won prizes. All the paintings were
exhibited in an area covering 3,000 square
metres.

Some 27,500 students at primary, secondary
and high school level participated in a training
course. Round-tables on the socio-economic
impact of water were held.

A large-scale relief and rescue manoeuvre was
carried out by the Red Crescent Society of Iran,
which demonstrated 3 phases of a disaster:
before, after and at the time of occurrence.



