JORDAN

In 1998, lectures were given by experts on
desertification and floods. and a press kit was
prepared which included a colour poster.
Partnerships with other orgamsations are
flageed by reproducing the partners’ logos on
the posters.

Major General Deeb-Al-Mani.Director General
Civil Defense Directorate

Disasters Department

P.O. Box 1050 Amman 1110, Jordan

Fax: 4962-6 66 77 17

JAPAN

In 1997, Japan organised many events
throughout the country. The International
Centre for Disaster-Mitigation Engineering
(INCEDE) at the University of Tokyo and the
United Nations University in Tokyo sponsored a
special lecture to discuss water-related issues.
Five prominent researchers and 160
participants attended this event.

MONGOLIA

The Mongolian National Committee for IDNDR
was created in 1997. The Committee focuses on
the promotion of cooperation with other
countries and international organisations in the
field of natural disaster reduction, particularly
the development of early warning systems,
mitigation of risks and damage, and the creation
of appropriate legislation. With assistance from
UNEP, UNSQ, UNDP and ESCAP, a National
Plan of Action to Combat Desertification
(NPACD) was developed and subsequently

approved by the Government of Mongolia The
first edition of the National Action Plan of
Natural Disaster Mitigation was produced and
delivered at training seminars and workshops.

The Day was celebrated by a public information
campaign undertaken through TV and radio
broadcasts, a traning seminar, pubiic awareness
campaign and a press canference. The Internet
Website was promoted as a means of gaining
mare information on the subject of prevention of
natural disasters.

The Government of Mongolia is preparing an
amendment to the related laws and regulations
and elaborating a draft legislation act on
establishment of disaster and accident insurance
system.,

Dr. Ts Adyasuren

Minister for Nature and the Environment
Head of Mongelian National

Committee of IDNDR

Government Building No. 3

Baga Towruu - 44

Ulaanbaatar - 11, Mongolia

Tel: (976-1} 312 269

Fax: {976-1) 321 401

NEPAL

In 1997, the Nepal-international Consumers
Union organised a one-day programme of
discussions through the radio and issued
badges, banners and pamphlets. A special
supplement was published in the local paper.
Also in 1998, from 19 to 22 October, a training
on disaster prevention for journalists was
organized in Katmandou.



For more information contact:

Mr. A.P. Gautama

Member-Secretary
Nepal-International Consumers Unions
P.O Box No. 5841

Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: (977-1) 422 936

Fax: (977-1}418 890

PAKISTAN

The Pakistan Red Crescent Society reported that
its provincial branches ran workshops,
throughout 1997, in community-based disaster
preparedness, beginning with World Disaster
Reduction Day. Case studies of previous
disasters, a summary of the Disaster
Preparedness National Plan, references to local
activities and disaster definitions were compiled
Into a book for the workshop in Karachi.

1998: Following is the Report on a
Collaborative Programme between the Aga
Khan Housing Board for Pakistan and
participating educational institutions received
from the Aga Khan Housing Board for
Pakistan.

Pakistan, like many other countries, faces the
risk of natural disasters such as floods,
earthquakes, tsunamis and landslides.

The Aga Khan Housing Board for Pakistan
(AKHBP) has been aware of the need to
disseminate information on disaster mitigation
and management to help reduce the loss of lives
and property in case a disaster strikes. AKHBP
considers it particularty important to collaborate
with educational institutions in this regard. Over
the past few years, 1t has invited numerous
schools to observe World Disaster Reduction
Day and distributed information in the form of
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leaflets and lecture notes to facifitate school-wide
activities. The response from schools has been
most enthusiastic. Keeping in mind the ever-
present threat of earthquakes, in 1998 AKI-LBP
distributed over.2000 pocket and 3000 wall
calendars carrying earthquake preparedness
information

World Disaster Reduction Day was observed on
14 QOctober. 1998 and ance again AKHBP
invited a number of schools to mark the day by
disseminating information on natural disasters
and the vital steps each of us can take to mitigate
their effects. AKHBP distributed informational
packets with fact-sheets on natural disasters,
pamphlets on how parents and teachers can
help children cope with natural disasters,
guidelines for school wide emergency drills,
puzzles and word teasers on natural disasters
for the students.
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Considering, that 1998 IDNDR campaign theme is
"Prevention Begins with Information, the Media
and Natural Disaster Prevention”, AKHBP also
invited members of the press in various parts of
Pakistan to publish articles with special emphasis
on disaster mitigation and management
information. A number of copies of the press-kit
prepared by the IDNDR Secretariat were also
forwarded to the press to facilitate this effort.

It is heartening to note that AKHBP's efforts at
reaching the media and school children have
again borne fruit this year. The disaster
mitigation message received prominent
coverage in numerous newspapers in Pakistan
on World Disaster Reduction Day. School
children and their teachers once again observed
the day in a befitting manner by announcing and
discussing it in assemblies, and holding
classroom discussions, emergency drills, poster
competitions and skits on disaster
preparedness. The importance of the day was
also conveyed to parents as teachers shared with
them the pamphlet on helping children cope with
disasters as well as check-lists to help families
prepare for natural disasters.

AKHBP plans to continue its collaborative efforts
for disaster reduction and mitigation in the
future. It is currently developing additional
educational material for dissemination in schools
in the Northern Areas and Chitral, Karachi and
rural Sindh. It is hoped that not only will the
enthusiastic response from schools be sustained,
but that other organisations will also join in the
efforts to spread the disaster mitigation
message.

Examples of Activities Undertaken in Schools
AKHBP received feedback from a number of
schools regarding the manner in which they
utilised the information packages provided by
AKHBP and the activities they undertook on
World Disaster Reduction Day.

Announcement and discussion of World
Disaster Reduction Day in school assemblies
The Aga Khan Schools and various branches of
the Beacon House school system announced and
discussed the World Disaster Reduction Day.

School-wide Emergency Drills

AKHBP's information packet provided
comprehensive information on how schools
could better prepare for emergency situations
with the help of regular emergency drills.
Foundation Public School reported their




