The objectives of the seminar were to promote
the dissemination of preventive messages,
encourage the exchange of experiences, and
define which tools can help journalists and other
social communicators understand and convey
the importance of disaster reduction.

Subjects on the agenda included:

= duty of experts, authorities and others in
ensuring that information about risks is passed
on to the general public,

= role of a “communicator” as a bridge, able to
synthesise information and present it to the
public so it is easily understood, without
distortion of its technological contents,

= population must be made aware of the risks
threatening them, particularly in the area
where they live,

= need to establish communication strategies,
from the top to bottom and vice versa, but also
horizontally, in case of disaster, including
warnings and urgent communication.
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Conclusions:

= ggree to determine strategies that will
incorporate the theme of prevention within the
contents of the media.

= ggree to determine communication strategies
to prevent disasters.

= ggree to establish permanent relationships
between all concerned parties engaged in
collective communication.

A major newspaper, El Comercio, published a
series of preventive articles after the seminar.

“Prevention starts with information, and
communication for prevention is a complex
process that requires united action from many
professionals from many disciplines, where the
media professionals are the axis of union. A
regional workshop was held in Quito Social
Communication in Disaster Prevention from 29
September to 1 October 1998, with the aim to
promote regional and national actions to improve
the information flow to the population...”

Extracts from a note of the Civil Defence in Ecuador

EL SALVADOR

A week long programme of events were organised
to mark the week of 12-16 October 1998.

These included:

= A first response course in case of incidents with
dangerous substances (technological
disasters).

= Press Conference on IDNDR.

= Panel Forum on Communication and Disaster
Reduction.

= A training session for superior officers of the
Armed Forces of El Salvador on disaster
reduction.

= Panel Forum on “Disaster preparedness begins
with communication”.



» Cinema Forum on “TWISTE" early warning
systems.

w The delivery of medal of honour of Civil
Protection to cutstanding Salvadorians within
the National Emergency System.

HONDURAS

The city of Choluteca was selected as the 1997
Campaign headquarters in order to promote
greater awareness of disaster prevention outside
the capital city. The Inter-Institutional Technical
Group for the International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction affiliated with the Permanent
Emergency Committee (COPECQO), organised
activities including a parade. lectures.
demonstrations of rescue equipment and
techniques, cultural activities and a press
conference,

JAMAICA

In 1997, a one week awareness programme was
held, with traming sessions and presentations in
different locations around the country. A radio
interview with Helena Molin Valdes, IDNDR's
Regional Officer, was heard on one of the most
popular morning talk shows. Flyers emphasising
the problem of drought were distributed through
a daily newspaper.

MEXICO

in celebration of the International Day in 1997,
the National Civil Protection issued a special set
of lottery tickets which ncluded important
information on disaster preparedness.

Mexico broadcast a national message
throughout the country in order to explain and
emphasize the importance of disaster
prevention. The Mexican Red Cross produced
an emergency information wall chart.

NICARAGUA

The Nicaragua Civil Defence Directorate
appointed a special committee to plan and carry
out activities related to World Disaster
Reduction Day. Among those involved in the
activities were the Ministry of Public Works and
Transport, NGOs; the Nicaraguan [nstitute for
Territonial Studies (INETER) and the Ministry of
Education.

There were demonstrations and discussions with
the National Red Cross, and the fire brigade gave
fire fighting demonstrations. Moreover, there
were earthquake simuiation exercices In schools.
The 1997 World Disaster Reduction Day on 8
October marked the 25% anniversary of the
1972 earthquake.

PANAMA

In 1997, a series of lectures and seminars were
organised by government and the private sector;
students competed in a public speaking contest
on disaster reduction as part of a plan for civil
protection in schools. All activities were widely
covered by the media.



A private bank [DISA) financed the publication of
a book, “Civil Protection: Manual for Disasters.”
A special set of national lottery tickets was
printed to commemorate World Disaster
Reduction Day, which was [aunched at an
exhibition prepared by the Civil Protection. In
-October 1998 the Civil Protection hosted a
conference on the role of the Media in Civil
Protection.

PARAGUAY

The Day in 1998 was celebrated with no less
than two weeks of events organised by the
municipality of Asuncion, the universities, UNDP
{supported by IDNDR} and the Union of
Journalists.

The main activities were:

= Photo exhibit on “Emergency and Disaster
situations in Paraguay”.

s Seminar/Workshop over two days on
Pravention Begins with Information.

» Roundtable on “the Role of Social Commu-
nication and Reduction of Disaster of Impact”,
hosted by UNDP.

= Public participation in the IDNDR Internet
Conference. Open House at UNDP, as most
people and institutions in Paraguay have no
access to Internet. UNDP had open house so
that people could review the Website of
IDNDR/ Quipunet.

m Public Conference Speech on “Citizen
Participation in Emergencies”.

» Discussion at the UN information centre on the
topic of emergencies and disaster reduction,

Among the Participants:

Municipalities from the capital, Voluntary Firemen,
Magazines, University Students, Various
Institutions [{Committee for National Emergency,
DIBEN, Civil Defence of San Carlos — Brazil,
Journalists Unions of Paraguay) local radios

(Trinidad and San Pablo, Pastoral Social)
Hydrological and Meteorological Departments of
the National Defence, Interdisciplinary Centre of
Social Law, Economny and Political Studies Peace
Corps, Local Emergencies Organisations, Local
Committees of the most threatened zones.

Some conclusions:

» Creation of a single information system for the
prevention of disasters and mass media.

= Creation of a follow up committee that will hold
its first meeting after 14 October The
Municipality of Asuncion will organise this. The
National Directorate for Charity has offered its
human resources.

= Empowerment of concerned media and social
agents, at the national and regional level.

= introduction of a course in the Commu-
nication Sciences Degree curriculum dealing
with the subject of prevention and mitigation
of disasters.

a1 Promotion of knowledge and information
exchange through seminars, workshops and
access to Internet

PERU

Serninars and roundtables were organised in
different parts of the country in 1998, The recent
impact of El Nific on Peru served as a case study
to review how campaigns and media contributed
to mitigate the disaster



TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

An Emergency Planning and Management
Workshop for Industrial Disasters was held from
October 8-10, 1997, in Port of Spain. A book
was produced illustrating how heavy industry
can be a partner in natural disaster
management.

This is an extract:

“Trinidad and Tobage. an island state. may not have
anuclear reactor but it does have world-scale heavy
industry, inevitably near the sea, where gases,
chemicals, minerals and ores are processed.”

The workshop was convened by the National
Emergency Management Agency and the Pan-
American Health Organisation/World Health
Organisation, with the University of the West Indies
Centre for Environmental Studies, and the United
Nations Development Programme. It produced a
large, handy collection of the participants’ own
emergency planning documents and shop-floor
emergency notices. Governmert can take a leading
role in ensuring that industry invests in high safety
standards and deveiops effective and rapid
emergency response.

“Our way to deal with the situation is to bring the
emergency plans outin the open and set up lines of
commumnication between those in power, and those
who hold the purse strings.” Brig. Joseph
Theodore, Minister of National Security, Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago.

Industry can reinforce its storage tanks and drill its
fire brigades, but it cannot control nature,
according to Col. Mahendra Mathur. “No matter
how good a mutigation and response plan an
industry has, there is always a possibility of a
natural disaster or human error triggering
technological disaster”

Disaster reduction does not end at the plant
walls:

“The plan also provides for the co-ordination
between the company and external agencies for
the further protection of our employees and
property, as well as that of the surrounding
community and environment.”

Extract from- Emergency Management Plan

UNITED STATES

In 1997, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) prepared and disseminated an
information package and a press release on the
theme of the Campaign . The US education effort
was particularly focused on flooding, droughts,
hurricanes, severe storms, landslides, mudflows,
wildfires and tsunamuis. The 1998 Campaign
theme was targeted at schools Also onlé4
QOctober 1998, the University of North Texas
organized a roundtable on Media and Disaster
Prevention.

For more information contact:

Holly Harrington

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Intérnet page on International Disaster
Reduction Day:

http:/www fema gov/nwz97/wdzday.htm
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European Floods in 1997

he following examples relate to the floods which took place in the summer of

1997 around the river Oder in Poland, the Czech Republic and Germany. They

concentrate on the economic impact of the floods in the region and on the
ensuing tripartite political initiative for cooperation regarding flood prevention in
the future.

Flood Damages in Poland and the Czech Republic
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