hile this book was being written, the newspapers and television
were full of reports of exceptional flooding in the Czech
Republic, Poland and Germany. Heavy rain from the begin-
ning of July over the Krkonose and Jeseniky mountains on the Czech-Polish
border caused floods on the Vistula, Oder and Neisse rivers, which flow north-
wards to the Baltic and on the Morava River that flows southwards through the
north-east of the Czech Republic to join the Danube near Bratislava. By 9 July
the Czech Government was announcing that almost a quarter of the country
was affected, with thousands of families evacuated as the flood waters threatened
to destroy their homes. Sixteen thousand people were evacuated from the Ostra-
va region when a reservoir had to be opened to avoid its collapse.

At the same time, north of the mountains in Poland, river levels up to 3 m
above the alarm level were being recorded on the Oder, the Vistula and their
tributaries. Forty thousand people were without electricity or drinking water
and 6,000 had had to leave their homes. By 11 July, the number of evacuees in
Poland had reached 40,000 and about 100 towns and villages were cut-off. The
major city of Krakow on the Oder was bracing itself for the floods.

On 14 July, the Czech Civil Protection reported that 50,000 people had been
evacuated from the severely affected regions of Bohemia and Moravia and that
29 people had died in the floods. Flood waters were starting to recede in the
north-east and recovery was starting. Some 8,000 soldiers and Civil Protection
personnel and 12,500 fire-fighters had been mobilized as well as many other res-
cuers. After this date the effects of the flood were concentrated in Poland and
later in eastern Germany.

By 16 July it was becoming evident that the flood was a major event, the
largest in the region for a century or longer. Its impact was being compared to
that of the storm surge that struck the Netherlands, Belgium and the United
Kingdom in 1953. River levels were still rising on the Oder, downstream of
Wroclaw and on the Vistula. In all, some 320 towns in Poland were affected, to
a greater or lesser degree, by the flooding.

The DHA situation report of 21 July noted that rains continued in western
and south-western Poland along the Czech and German borders. Between
30 mm and 50 mm of rain had been forecast for the weekend. The death toll in
Poland had now reached 49 and that in the Czech Republic 46. Of the 137,000
Poles who had been evacuated, 70,000 were still not able to return home. News-
paper reports noted that the regions touched by the flood were highly industri-
alized and that pollution from the factories had caused acid rain that damaged




