angladesh lies in the combined delta of the Ganges, Brahmaputra and
Meghna river basins which have a total drainage area of 1.5 million
km?. These rivers, fed by snowmelt from the Himalayas and the abun-
dant monsoon rains, flood at least a fifth of Bangladesh each year during the
monsoon. The floods are of value to the land and renew fish stocks, groundwa-
ter and soil. The copious supplies of silt (2 billion tons per year) fertilize the
flooded fields enabling Bangladeshi farmers to grow up to three rice crops per
year. The floods also alter river courses and deposit silt to create ephemeral
islands, called chars, that may last for several vyears before

being swept away in a new flood dispossessing the farmers who had settled
there.

Some 4,000 km of dykes have been built in an attempt to protect the land,
but these are frequently breached. The most serious of the recent monsoon
tloods, that of 1988, flooded two thirds of Bangladesh for six weeks. As well as
these regular floods in the monsoon season, Bangladesh is also prone to storm
surges. Two recent severe storm surges in 1970 and 1991 are described in chap-
ter 2 of the main text. As well as causing a greater depth of flooding than the
monsoon, storm surges bring sea water into the delta which damages the fertil-




ity of the soil. By and large, the country can cope with the normal monsoon
flood, which as noted, brings considerable benefits. The serious damage and loss
of life are caused by the storm surges associated with tropical cyclones and the
occasional large monsoon flood like that of 1988.

Following the floods of 1988, Bangladesh started developing, with the World
Bank and other international agencies, a Flood Action Plan (FAP) to control the
rivers. The scale of this plan is massive. By 1993, some 26 studies and pilot pro-
jects were under way at a cost of US$ 150 million over five years. These studies
will provide information for the final design, the long term aim of which is to
control the river with an enormous complex of dykes, dams and diversions. Fol-
lowing the floods of 1988, Bangladesh started developing, with the World Bank
and other international agencies, a Flood Action Plan (FAP) to control the
rivers. The scale of this plan is massive. By 1993, some 26 studies and pilot pro-
jects were under way at cost of US§ 150 million over five years. These studies
will provide information for the final design, the long term aim of which is to
control the river with an enormous complex of dykes, dams and diversions
while maintaining the value provided by the floods in renewing fish stocks,
groundwater and soil fertility.
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