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FeptE 2, SR R R R T ARSI M A ) Japan is located in an area subject to typhoons, and also
PIETT IR ¢ B =l N AN AT 7| it B VAT S BT B b 3 A 31 A e in the cirum-Pacific mobile zone where seismic and volcanic

activities occur constantly. It 1s also subject to frequent
heavy rainfall and snowfall. Thus, it is meteorologically,
topographically and geologically vulnerable to disasters.
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Yolcanoes of the world
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In Japan, there are 86 active Volcanoes which is equivalent to about 10% of typhoons whose center has reached the costal line
of total volcanoes on the earth of Hokkaido, Honshu, shikoku and Kyushu
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The great earthquake that hit Hanshin and Awaji in
January 1995 was the nation’s first earthquake occurred
directly underneath the large cities where various social
and economic functions are gathering. The earth-
quake did tremendous damages and more than 6,400
people died and 43,700 people were injured. At the
same time the administrative machinery which serves
the mainstay functions of society was hit by earth-
quake, the roads and railroads and other transportation
facilities as well as the life line facilities such as gas and
water pipe lines have been cut to pieces. In addition,
the sufferers were compelled to lead their lives in the
evacuee shelters for a long time.

Our country has been hit by innumerable earthquakes
from olden times and the damages from a fire, tidal
wave and soil liquifying have become even greater in
addition to the direct damages such as facilities destruc-
tion by an earthquake.
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There are also many volcanic activities in our coun-
try and the damages were brought about by volcanic
eruption in the places close to the volcanos. Especially
Mt. Unzen-dake did a great damage with the extrusion
of firing rubbles and avalanche of earth and rocks since
the beginning of volcanic eruption in November 1990.
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Japan is also hit by disasters due to a tyvphoon and
heavy rainfall almost every vear. Recently, there are
many disasters brought about by a landslide due to a
localized torrendial downpour. In a winter season,
damages by snow were done mainly in the areas along
the Japan sea coast.
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The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. (Kobe City)
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The volcanic eruption of Mt. Unzendake.
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Landslide disaster caused by storm in Kagoshima Pref. 1993.
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The number of casualties and missing by types of disaster
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The number of casualties and missing indisaster in Japan
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