introduction
Disasters are defined as events caused either by natural ov technological ocour-
rences, that overwhelm the resources that are immedintely available o manage or
psitigate the pact of the event. Disastess, by their very nature, are newsmaker s.
With the lmprovement in telecommunications, the barriers of distance are
reduced w the extent tiat the people of the wm;hﬁ all are members of what
Marshall MacLuhan called the “global village.” It now i 3 common practice o
watch the eHects of a disaster on the other side of the world, from the safety and
comfort of the lving room, live on television. The capacity o empathize with the
victims, s to feel almost a part of the incident, resuls in wemendous public
attention and an wrging of governments, not directly affected by the event, 1o get
involved and “do something!"™

Should prehospital medical response teams be formed for deploynent w select-
ed foreign disasters? Since the Mexico earthguakes of 1985, this question has been
ashed more and more frequently. Governments at all levels are being asked about
it with increasing passion, pardcularly when disasters occur close to "home.” In
this author’s opinion, prehosoital, medicallyoriented, disaster yesponse wams
should not be formed if their primary purpose is an inlernational response. Thare
are many reasons for this position. They can be broken down into several consider-
ations:
a)  Politisab—at the municipal, provincial, swie, federal, snd internatonal levely;
by Trasming—initial reguivements as well as ongolng maintenance taining,
e} Eeonemic—costs of formation, raining, personnel, eguipment, etc,; and
dy  Effectivengss—-ability 1w respond quickly and accomplish the mission.

Political Considerations
The Armenian Earthguake of December 1988, in many ways, was a political event
as well as a disaster. There was great presauve from the media and the general pube
lic to respond 1o so devastating an occurrence, especially with us tining so dlose 1o
Christmas, Further, theve was a perceived opportunity for the Western countries w
vespond to the Soviel Union; partealarly in light of Glastnost, the loosening up of
the Suviel mh&ﬁwmﬁp with the West, Accompanying a nesd for o response by
United States twamns,”  there was » simifar push in Canadae-s response at the insis
wenee of essentially ad hoo vescue teamns, wost notably in the provinces of Alberia
and Saskatchewan. ™

A seven-member team of medics and firefighters from Saskatoon,
Saskarchewan, arrived at the scooe of the disester almost en daws following the
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