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SLUMMARY

It is appreciated that there are national and jurisdictionasl
variations in regard to post-mortem dissections followlng accldental
death. The purpese of this paper is to plead that, since thers will
be naticnals of many states involved in an alrcraft disaster, there
should be a unifora system of forensic fnvestigation on a world wids
bases. The Justification for this recommendation Lls f{llustrazed
through the investigation of accident causes and through the solu-
tion of the zany problems relating to the settlexzent of probate
“hich arise in accidental death.

The causes of accldents which may be discovered by a:topsy
include crew incapacitation and erimipnality of all types. The emer-
gency status may also be revealed and the type of accident, particu-

larly whether in a controlled or uncontrolled phase, may becoaxe
clear.

The medicc-legal problems to be resolved inclufe those con-
cerning payzent of insurance policiles, including the degree of life
expectancy, and, especially the disposal of estates when mexzters of
a faoily aprarently die together. The resulting payments to benefi-
Ciaries nay te quite different depending on the guality of the auto-
oSY.

These investigations are complementary to, an2 3¢ no- inter-
fere with, the identification process but they are time consuz=ing
and exzensive.
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It is oaly in those countries in which the Anglo-Sax=:s ju-
risdiction tersists that autcopsy i3 a cozaoanplace follewing azciden-
tal death. Within those legislations based on Roman law, eaphasis 1S
uzon the privacy of the individual and, by and large, post-mortems
dissection is regarded as an infringement of that privacy {1}. As 2
result, there are very large areas of the wsrld in which jazernal
dissestions in the assumed conditions of accidental death would be
prsitiively disazproved; 1% we add to this a possible shortass of

nrtw4er and relizious or other societal objections to auzorsy in
which are sti.l doalnated by Anglo-Saxsn medico-legal e=ink-
is azparent that the chanctes of a victixz of an ass:.2=29:7 {in-
ax aizliner conming to post-mortex= dissec:izn are, ca 3world
-

ry lzw.
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