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2. Government

2.1 National Government

The 1965 constlitution, which declared Honduras a Republic under a
President elected by direct popular vote, has been partially suspended
since the 1972 coup. Slince that time, military juntas have confrolled
the country. {The second coup of Apri! 1975, repliaced Gen. Lopez Arsllanc
with Col, Meigar Castro, hls Minister of Government and Justice.) Even
while the constitution was in force, the traditlon of a strong sxecutlive,
usually backed by the military, has led to a highly cenfrallzed government
controiled by the Prestdent. Executlve functlons are shared by a Council
of Minlsters and 12 cabinet heads appointed by the Chilef of State.

Despite constitutional authority, the National Congress and Supreme
Court have had little real influence. Hlistorlcally, the Natlonal Congress
{untcameral, popularly elected by department} has been dominated by presi-
dential supporters and reiuctant to act In opposition to the executive.
The seven Supreme Court Justices are named by, and serve at the pleasure
of, the President.

2.2 1980 Status

On August 7, 1978, a three-man military junta, apparsntiy approved
by the highest Honduran mi!litary body, ths Armed Forces Councli, overthrew
the government of Preslident Juan Albertoc Meigar. The junta announced I
would raspect International commitments and Individual |lbertles, No vio-
lence or display of military force was reported. The coup was preceded by
several months of conflict over land reform betwsen right- and lef+-wling
political groups.

in July 1980, power was handed over to a newly elecied 71-seat Con-
stituent Assembly in which the Liberal Party hoids 35 seats, the Natlon-
alist Party 33, and the Natlonal Innovailon and Coalltion 3. A Cablnet
was named by President Gen. Pollicarpo Paz Garcla the same month, Presl-
dential electlions are slated for December 158%1.

By +he terms of a freaty signed in Lima, Peru in October, a 1Q0-year
old confllct betwesen Honduras and El Salvador was settied and the border
reopened.
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2.3 Reglonal Organlization

The country is divided Into 18 departments, with the capltal located
In a ceniral district consisting of Teguclgalpa and its suburb, Comaya-
guela. Departments, headed by governors appoinfed by the Praesident, carry
out ceniral government declslons. Depariments are subdlivided into munici-
palities; the departmental capital is the capltal of Its largest munlci-
pal b¥y. Some 282 municipalltles, most of which did not quallfy as urban
centers, axlsted in 1976.

Municipal itles are subdivided into aldeas, vlllages or hamlets. Wide-
ly scattered homes In rural arsas are grouped Into caserlos, classed as
subdivisions of aldeas. Localltles with populations of 500-1,000 may eiect
a mayor, a legal representative, and a councilman. For each additional
1,000 cltizens, another councliman may be elected, with the +otal not to
excead 7.

2.4 Key Leaders {Jjanuary 1982)

President......coevivunvennecisrenennaea..Paz Garcla, Policarpo, Brig. Gen.
Sec. of State for Communtcations,

Public Works & Transport....c.ceecveve... Casco, Mario {van
Sec. of State for Defense &

Public Securlty..cevvierecnnacesasnsancaaFlores Thereslin, Marlo, Col.
Sec. of State for Economy & Commerce......Mondragon Carrasco, Ruben T.
Sec. of State for Flnanca &

Public CrodiT.iieeeseassssssencasnsacnnaa Vil lanueva Tabara, Benjamin
Sec. of State for Foreign Affairs.........Elvir Slerra, Cesar, Col.
Sec. of State for Government & Justlce....Mejla Arelliano, Qscar
Sec, of State for Labor & Soclal
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Sec. of State for Natural Rescources.......Castiilo Aguliar, Rodrigo
Sec. of State for Public Education........Plneda Ponce, Rafael
Sec. of State for Public Health &

Social ServiCe...eececsssrsvasanssssss.Andonle Fernandez, Juan
Sec. of State for Tourism & Culture.......Alvarez Martinez, Armando
Director, Natl. Agrarlan Instltute........Zunlga Robelo, Edgardo
Executlve Secretary, Planning Councif.....Reconco Muritlio, Efraln



